Characteristics of dialysis-related amyloidosis in patients on haemodialysis therapy for more than 30 years.
Dialysis-related amyloidosis is one of the chronic the complications of haemodialysis. We conducted an investigation of dialysis-associated amyloidosis in extremely long-term survivors. Twenty-one patients on haemodialysis for more than 30 years ('30+' group) and 13 patients on haemodialysis for 20-30 years ('20-30' group) at Sangenjaya Hospital were enrolled in this study. The frequencies of operations for conditions related to haemodialysis-related amyloidosis were examined. The mean age at the start of haemodialysis was younger in the '30+' group (29.1 +/- 7.3 years) than in the '20-30' group (40.5 +/- 8.2 years, P = 0.0003). Eighteen (85.7%) patients had undergone surgery for CTS, six (28.6%) had undergone surgery for trigger finger and six (28.6%) had undergone surgery for cervical destructive spondyloarthropathy (DSA) at 30 years after the start of haemodialysis therapy. Patients who were over the age of 30 years at the start of dialysis therapy more frequently underwent CTS operations (100%) than those who were under 30 years of age at the start of dialysis (76.9%; P = 0.025) in the '30+' group at 30 years after the start of haemodialysis. The frequencies of operations for CTS did not differ significantly between the '20-30' group and the '30+' group. Haemodialysis-associated amyloidosis was common in extremely long-term survivors. Even though the mean age at the start of haemodialysis was younger in the '30+' group than in the '20-30' group, the frequency of operations for CTS did not differ. This may be attributable to the recent advances in haemodialysis technologies.